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Bible and Theology 
 
Two semesters (1 credit) of Bible for each year a student is attending PCA is required for graduation. 
 
Historical Theology 
Ninth and Tenth Grade (2020-21 school year only) 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
 
This Ninth Grade Bible course traces the fundamental beliefs of the Christian faith and how they have been 
expressed and influenced by their historical settings up to contemporary evangelical beliefs. The course will trace the 
doctrines of the Trinity, Christology, Authority, Ecclesiology, and Eschatology through four major time periods during 
the history of Christianity: the Early Church, the Medieval Church, the Modern Church, and the Contemporary 
Church. 
 
Logic and Worldviews (Offered 2021-2022) 
Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
 
During the fall semester of this Ninth Grade Bible course, the students use the principles of logic to distinguish true 
statements from false statements. The students learn the rules of logic and apply them in evaluating beliefs. This 
prepares the student to evaluate the various worldviews that are studied the following semester. The spring semester, 
the students trace the major worldviews of theism, deism, naturalism, nihilism, existentialism, pantheism and 
postmodernism from a historical dynamic. The students learn the basic questions that define a worldview and evaluate 
the worldviews according to these important questions. The standard of God’s truth is emphasized. 
 
 
English 
 
Eight semesters (4 credits) of English required for graduation.  
 
English I 
Ninth Grade 
Two Semester Course   Credit: 1.0 
  
This ninth-grade course is designed to lay the foundation for all other literature courses. Students read from different 
literary genres—primarily the short story, novel, poem and drama—covering a variety of time periods from classical to 
contemporary. Major works include The Odyssey, Animal Farm, Lord of the Flies, The Essential Iliad and Macbeth. 
Students also learn foundational skills in writing (including MLA format), grammar, and vocabulary. 
  
Pre-AP English I 
Ninth Grade 
Two Semester Course   Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite: Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements 

·          Grade of 90 percent or higher in English 8 
·          PSAT EBRW 80 percent or higher   
·          Department recommendation 
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This ninth-grade course is designed to lay the foundation for all other literature courses. Students read from different 
literary genres—primarily the short story, novel, poem and drama—covering a variety of time periods from classical to 
contemporary. Major works include The Essential Iliad, The Essential Odyssey, Animal Farm, The Strange Case of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Lord of the Flies, and Macbeth. Students also learn foundational skills in writing (including MLA 
format), art of discussion (modified version of the Harkness method), grammar and vocabulary. Students in Pre AP are 
taught to analyze and write about literary elements and techniques used by authors, read more works than college 
prep English, and are prepared for upper level Pre-AP and AP courses by learning the required terminology and 
practicing timed writings. 
  
English II 
Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course   Credit: 1.0 
  
This tenth grade course is designed to survey great works of literature and heroes of the Western world. Students 
read examples of tragedy, comedy, epic, and lyric. Major works include Julius Caesar, The Divine Comedy: Vol. One 
Inferno, Night, Antigone, Frankenstein, and Beowulf. Students write often and employ various types and modes of 
writing, including narrative, descriptive, persuasive, and expository. Students also continue honing their grammar and 
vocabulary skills. 
  
Pre-AP English II 
Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course   Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite: 

·          Grade of 90 percent or higher in English I or 85 percent or higher in PAP English I 
·          PreACT Reading and English 80 percent or higher or PSAT EBRW 80 percent or higher   
·          Department recommendation 

  
The tenth grade Pre-AP course is designed to survey great works of literature and heroes of the Western 
world.  Students read examples of tragedy, comedy, epic, and lyric, evaluating them through the lens of Aristotle’s 
Poetics.  Major works include Antigone, Julius Caesar, The Divine Comedy: Vol. One Inferno, Night, Beowulf, A Tale 
of Two Cities, Frankenstein, as well as short stories. In Pre-AP the emphasis is on close reading, which entails that a 
student notice details, images, diction, aspects of point of view, tone and syntax. Furthermore, poetry and rhetorical 
analysis are taught, and students have several opportunities to demonstrate their skill through class presentations. 
Timed writing and reflective critical essays are completed quarterly. The student enrolled in this course should have 
the desire to work, read, write, and think at an accelerated pace. 
  
 
History 
 
Eight semesters (4 credits) of History required for graduation. 
 
World History I  
Ninth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
 
The World History I course examines from a Christian perspective western man’s development and future direction. 
Emphasis is placed on the key moments in history from Creation to 1400 AD that have helped shape our present 
culture and the history of ideas that brought these moments to pass.  
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Pre-AP World History I  
Ninth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements 
• Grade of 90 percent or higher in 8th grade American History 
• PSAT EBRW 80 percent or higher  
• Department recommendation 

 
The Pre-AP World History I course examines man’s development from Creation through the Renaissance. A Christian 
perspective is taken as students analyze key historical events that helped shape the unique aspects of Western 
Civilization. Emphasis is given to the study of the concepts of Western Civilization through critical evaluation of primary 
and secondary sources.    
 
World History II  
Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
 
The World History II course examines from a Christian perspective western man’s development and future direction. 
Emphasis is placed on the key moments in history from 1400 AD through the early 21st century that have helped shape 
our present culture and the history of ideas that brought these moments to pass. This course sheds light on the major 
characteristics of our age and proposes solutions to the problems we face today.  
 
Pre-AP World History II  
Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements  
• Grade of 90 percent or higher in World History I or 85 percent or higher in PAP World History I 
• PreACT Reading and English 80 percent or higher or PSAT EBRW 80 percent or higher    
• Department recommendation 

 
The Pre-AP World History II course examines from a Christian perspective western man’s development and future 
direction. Emphasis is placed on the key moments in history from 1400 AD through the early 21st century that have 
helped shape our present culture and the history of ideas that brought these moments to pass. More emphasis is given 
to studying these ideas, and more source documents are analyzed and discussed than in the regular World History II 
course.   
 
 
Mathematics 
 
Eight semesters (4 credits) of Math required for graduation. Students must be enrolled in a math class each year at 
PCA. All new PCA students are required to purchase the TI84 calculator.   
 
Algebra I 
Ninth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Pre-Algebra 
 
The Algebra I course is designed to provide the foundation for more advanced courses in mathematics and to develop 
problem-solving skills. Emphasis is placed on solving equations, relations, functions, slopes, inequalities, polynomials, 
factoring, roots, rational expressions and quadratics. 
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Pre-AP Algebra I 
Ninth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisites: Pre-Algebra, Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements 
• Grade of 90 percent or higher in Pre-Algebra  
• PSAT Math 80 percent or higher  
• Department recommendation/ Mathematics Department Assessment 

  
Pre-AP Algebra I is a course within the Pre-AP program that integrates AP Calculus concepts at the Algebra I level. 
This course moves at a faster pace and has a higher level of difficulty. The class covers quadratics and rational 
expressions in much greater depth. The students work a greater variety of word problems than in Algebra I.  
 
Geometry 
Ninth and Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I 
 
The Geometry course is taken between Algebra I and Algebra II. Skills mastered in earlier courses are applied to the 
study of points, lines and planes. Students use logic and algebraic skills to solve problems involving geometric 
concepts. A formal logic of definitions, postulates and theorems is used in the construction of proofs. The course also 
covers polygons, parallels, similarity, proportions, triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, constructions, areas, surface area, 
volumes, fractals and tessellations. 
 
Pre-AP Geometry 
Ninth and Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite for current 8th graders:   
Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements 
• Grade of 90 percent or higher in regular Algebra I or 85 percent or higher in Pre-AP Algebra I 
• PSAT Math 80 percent or higher  
• Department recommendation/ Mathematics Department Assessment 
 

Prerequisite for current 9th graders:  
Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements 
• Grade of 90 percent or higher in Algebra I or 85 percent or higher in Pre-AP Algebra I 
• PSAT or PreACT: 85 percentile or higher on 9th grade PSAT or PreACT 
• Department recommendation/ Mathematics Department Assessment 

 
Pre-AP Geometry is a course within the Pre-AP program that integrates AP Calculus concepts at the Geometry level. 
This course works at a faster pace and integrates higher-level algebra skills. The students also have a much deeper 
exposure to formal proofs and study right triangle trigonometry and the law of sine and cosine.  
 
Algebra II 
Tenth and Eleventh Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisites:  Algebra I, Geometry 
 
The Algebra II course is designed to continue the study of the structure of algebra and provide the foundation for 
application of these skills in other scientific and mathematical fields of study. A high emphasis is placed on functions, 
graphical analysis and problem solving. The main topics that are discussed are equations, inequalities, absolute value 
equations and inequalities, polynomials, factoring, quadratics, higher order roots, complex numbers, systems, 
determinants, matrices, rational expressions and conic sections. 
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Pre-AP Algebra II 
Tenth and Eleventh Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I and Geometry 
Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements depending on current grade level 
• Grade of 90 percent or higher in Geometry or 85 percent or higher in Pre-AP Geometry 
• Tenth Grade: PreACT or PSAT Math 85 percentile or higher on 9th grade test 
• Eleventh Grade: PreACT or PSAT Math 80 percentile or higher on 10th grade test 
• Department recommendation/ Mathematics Department Assessment 
 

Pre-AP Algebra II is a course within the Pre-AP program that integrates AP Calculus concepts at the Algebra II level. 
This course moves at a faster pace and covers problems with a higher level of difficulty. The class studies more 
extensively logarithms, sequences and series. 
 
 

Science 
 
Eight semesters (4 credits) of Science required for graduation.  
 
Biology 
Ninth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
 
In Biology, students conduct laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations and make informed 
decisions using critical-thinking and scientific problem solving. Students study a variety of topics that include: structures 
and functions of cells, taxonomy, metabolism and energy transfers in living organisms, living systems, homeostasis, 
ecosystems and plants and their environment. Hands-on labs include dissections of animal hearts, brains and fetal 
pigs to enhance the study of the various body systems. 
 
Pre-AP Biology 
Ninth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:   Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements: 
• Grade of 90 percent or higher in the 8th grade science class 
• PSAT EBRW 80 percent or higher  
• Department recommendation 

 
The Pre-AP Biology course is an in-depth survey course that includes the chemistry of life, the structure of plant and 
animal cells, life-sustaining energy processes, exploration of human anatomy and physiology, the basis of inheritance 
in all living things and ecology. Critical thinking skills and application of concepts are emphasized. Students learn a 
variety of laboratory techniques and formal lab reports are introduced. 
 
Chemistry 
Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisites: Biology, Algebra I 
 
The Chemistry course is the study of matter and the changes that it undergoes. In this introductory course, students 
examine a broad range of principles in chemistry and receive experience in a laboratory setting. Topics include 
dimensional analysis, atomic theory, periodic table, compounds, molar concept, equations/reactions, stoichiometry, 
states of matter, gas laws, solutions, acids/bases and an introduction to nuclear chemistry. 
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Pre-AP Chemistry 
Tenth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Biology, Algebra I 
Student must meet 2 of 3 requirements 
• Grade of 90 percent or higher in a College Prep class or 85 percent or higher in an Pre-AP class 
• PreACT Reading and Math or PSAT EBRW and Math: 85 percentile and higher on 9th grade test 
• Department recommendation 

 
Broadly defined, chemistry is the study of matter and the changes that it undergoes. In this Pre-AP level introductory 
course, students examine a broad range of principles in chemistry, receive experience in a laboratory setting and are 
challenged to think analytically and critically. Since this is a Pre-AP course, students are expected to dig deeper, 
investigate more clearly and research more thoroughly. Students learn a variety of laboratory techniques and formal 
lab reports are introduced. Strong math skills recommended.  
 
  
World Languages 
 
Four semesters (2 credits) of the same language required for graduation, six semesters (3 credits) of the same 
language required for a Distinguished Achievement Diploma. 
 
Spanish I 
Ninth – Eleventh Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
 
The Spanish I course develops the four language skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Students learn the 
present tense of both regular and irregular verbs. Vocabulary is also emphasized to give the student a basis for 
communicating. In addition to the actual study of the language, a secondary goal is to further enrich the student's 
knowledge of the culture, history and geography of the Spanish-speaking world. 
 
Spanish II 
Ninth –Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite: Spanish I 
 
The Spanish II course continues the development of the four language skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
Students learn preterit and imperfect tenses along with increasing their vocabulary. In addition to the actual study of 
the language, a secondary goal is to further enrich the student's knowledge of the culture, history and geography of 
the Spanish-speaking world. 
 
Pre-AP Spanish II  
Ninth –Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite: 
• Grade of 90 percent or above in Spanish I  
• Teacher recommendation and departmental approval 

  
The Pre-AP Spanish II course proceeds at a faster pace than Spanish II. The course continues Spanish I with the 
development of the four language skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Students learn preterit and imperfect 
tenses and indicative and subjunctive modes along with increasing their vocabulary. In addition to the actual study of 
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the language, a secondary goal is to further enrich the student's knowledge of the culture, history and geography of 
the Spanish-speaking world.  
 
UPPER SCHOOL ELECTIVES 

 
Communication Arts 
 
One semester (0.5 credit) of Speech and Communications is required for graduation. 
 
Speech and Communications 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course     Credit: 0.5 Speech credit 
  
In this one-semester course, students learn and practice the principles of speech writing and public speaking as tools 
of communication. Students become proficient in the ability to thoroughly research, outline and effectively deliver a 
speech. They study the communication model and understand the importance of all types of communication. 
Additionally, they practice vocal technique and breathing in an effort to gain confidence in the area of public speaking. 
The various kinds of speeches covered are impromptu, informative, persuasive, small group, and demonstration.  
 
Yearbook 
Tenth - Twelfth Grade  
Two Semester Course Credit: 1.0   
Honors credit is earned for Editor, Managing Editor, Design Editor, and Photo Editor 
0.5 Credit Technology and 0.5 Credit Fine Arts per year 
Prerequisite: Desktop Publishing, Instructor Approval 
 
Yearbook is an Upper School course that oversees publication of the school yearbook, The Lion’s Lair. Students are 
taught basic journalism skills and then research, gather facts and photograph PCA events to chronicle the year for the 
student body. They use the desktop publishing software Adobe InDesign, the most widely used software for graphic 
design and publishing, to design and publish the book. Students in this course have a requirement of attending PCA 
events outside of the class day. 

 
 
Fine Arts 
 
Two semesters (1 credit) of Fine Arts electives required for graduation. 
 
Art IA (Formally Art II in 2019-20) 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5 
 
Art IA is an introductory level, two-dimensional and three-dimensional design course with an introduction into three-
dimensional design for the Upper School student. The curriculum focus is on creativity. Emphasis is placed on 
developing compositions using the elements/ principles of design and critiquing major projects. Color theory is studied 
as well. Ceramics, sculpture, drawing, printmaking and painting using a variety of media is explored. Homework is 
required and a semester exam is given at the end of each semester. Participation in art contests is encouraged and 
available. Biblical integration is included throughout the curriculum. 
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Art IB 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course       Credit: 0.5 
Prerequisites:  Art IA 
 
Art IB is a continued study of two-dimensional and three-dimensional design for the Upper School student. The 
curriculum focus is on creativity. Emphasis is placed on continued development of compositions using the elements/ 
principles of design and critiquing major projects. Color theory is studied as well. Ceramics, sculpture, drawing, 
printmaking and painting using a variety of media is explored. Homework is required and a semester exam is given at 
the end of each semester. Participation in art contests is encouraged and available. Biblical integration is included 
throughout the curriculum. 
 
Beginning Drumline 
Ninth – Tenth Grade Elective 
Two Semesters Course   Credit: 1.0 
 
Intro to Percussion is designed with all beginners in mind. No musical knowledge is necessary, only a willingness to 
practice at home and work hard in class. Students are taught basic music theory, basic percussion skills, basic 
rhythmic skills as well as multiple drum corps style instruments. These fundamentals are needed to advance to the 
Intermediate Percussion Ensemble. 
 
Advanced Percussion Ensemble (Offerred 2021-22) 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Course       Credit: 1.0 
 
Advanced Percussion Ensemble is for percussionists who have had previous percussion experience and are 
interested in further developing their ability in the percussive arts. Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of 
comprehensive percussion performance (snare drum, timpani, keyboards, marching percussion, and drum set), 
including tonal concepts, technical skills, rehearsal skills, aural skills, and rudimentary music theory. In addition to 
several formal concerts, members are required to perform for various school/community performances, marching 
band and sectional rehearsals. 
 
Choir 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Course       Credit: 1.0 

 
The Choir course is designed to emphasize vocal performance at a developmentally appropriate level in a choral 
setting. Students sing a varied repertoire as they develop their vocal skills. Students are expected to match pitch in 
order to fully participate in all class activities. Students also learn advanced music theory concepts through rhythm 
exercises, theory lessons, and written assignments and tests. All Choir students are involved in at least four major 
performances throughout the year, including participation in choral music festivals at the regional and state levels. In 
addition to group performances, students are given the opportunity to audition for the private school All-State Choir 
plus several other solo and ensemble festival events during the year. 
 
Honors Choir  
Tenth – Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Course       Credit: 1.0  
Prerequisites: Successful completion of one year of high school choir and approval from Choir Director. 

 
Students enrolled in Choir for Honors Credit are required to participate in and fulfill all the requirements of Choir class. 
In addition, students must learn more advanced theory material including the theory of scales and keys.  Students are 
required to learn All-State audition repertoire and participate in the audition process. Students who are selected for All-
Region or All-State Choir must participate in the ensemble in January of spring semester. Honors Choir students must 
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perform All-State Audition repertoire for the teacher and fellow classmates in the fall semester.  Students must attend 
another PCA School Concert as well as an approved professional vocal performance (solo artist or vocal ensemble) 
and submit a detailed written critique of each. Students receive Honors credit for this course. 
 
Theatre Arts I 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5 
 
The Theatre I course is an introductory course for high school students. It covers the basic foundations of theatre: 
improvisation, comedy, tragedy, theatre history, musical theatre, classical theatre, monologues and scene work. 
Students also gain experience in writing scripts and basic directing. 
 
Theatre Arts II 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5 
Prerequisite:  Theatre Arts I 
 
In the Theatre II course, the students build upon the basic writing and performing skills developed in Theatre I. In 
addition, students learn about theatre production. The class performs and produces a children’s theatre production. 
 
Honors Theatre Arts III 
Tenth - Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5 
Prerequisites:  Theatre Arts II and permission of the instructor 
 
A student enrolled in Theatre Arts III for Honors Credit is required to fulfill the requirements of Theatre III and complete 
the following additional requirements. 

• Student must learn about dramatic history and theory, plays and playwrights and design elements and develop 
an in-class presentation in relation to each. 

• Student must learn how to audition and present their work correctly for the various theatrical venues such as 
college auditions, state competitions and main stage productions including:  comedies, dramas and musical 
theatre as well as playwriting and design presentations. The student must prepare an audition or presentation 
for a regional, state or national competition.  

• Student is required to attend and submit a detailed written critique of an approved professional theatrical 
performance (example: Dallas Summer Musicals, local professional theatre company or theatre performance 
seen on Broadway, etc.) 

• Student must be a member and active participant of the International Thespian Society and meet all the 
requirements of our school troupe before entering the Honors Theatre program.  

• Student must be involved in at least one PCA theatre production a year in some capacity (onstage or behind 
the scenes). 

• Other specific requirements assigned by director specific to student’s primary area of theatre interest. 
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Physical Education 
 
Two semesters (1.0 credit) of PE – participation in a season of a sport counts toward credit.  
 
PE or Conditioning 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
Pass/Fail 
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5 
 
The purpose of the conditioning period is to develop all aspects of strength and explosiveness combined with sport  
specific movements and skill development for the athlete as well as healthy lifestyle training for the non-athlete. Time 
is spent developing athletic ability, increasing athletic performance and developing the habits to live a healthy lifestyle. 
Components of conditioning include weight room safety, proper lifting techniques, flexibility, core training, proper 
running mechanics, speed training, agility training and plyometrics.  
 
Technology 
 
Two semesters (1.0 credit) of technology electives required for graduation. 
 
Desktop Publishing 
Ninth - Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5 
 
The Desktop Publishing course equips students with key desktop publishing concepts using Adobe InDesign CS6. 
Topics include page layout, selecting typefaces, managing text frames, placing images, aligning objects, working with 
layers, and defining styles. This class is designed to prepare students interested in taking upper school newspaper or 
yearbook courses. Adobe InDesign is also widely used in college classes and in the corporate world for marketing, 
graphic design, corporate communication, public relations, and art. Students with a desire to major in a field of study 
in which InDesign is required have a distinct advantage.  
 
Computer Science I 
Ninth - Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5 
 
This course is intended as an introduction to computer science and computer programming. Using object-oriented 
programming, this class focuses on building computer programs to solve problems through the use of various important 
aspects of computer science, including the development and analysis of algorithms, the development and use of 
fundamental data structures, the study of standard algorithms and typical applications, and the use of logic and formal 
methods. Students write, run, and debug computer programs and recognize the social and ethical implications of 
computer use. 
 
Pre-AP Computer Science II 
Ninth - Twelfth Grade 
One Semester Course     Credit: 0.5 
Prerequisite:  Computer Science I 
 
This course is intended to continue developing student's understanding of computer science and computer 
programming. Using object-oriented programming, this class focuses on advanced data structures, analysis of 
algorithms, and real-world computer science applications used to solve real-world problems. Students write, run, and 
debug computer programs and recognize the social and ethical implications of computer use with a focus on preparing 
students to for advanced placement computer science. 
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AP® Computer Science Principles 
Tenth - Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Course     Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Computer Science I or Pre-AP Computer Science II 
 
This course is based directly off the College Board AP Computer Science Principles Framework.  This course utilizes 
a blended classroom approach.  The content is a mix of web-based and physical activities.  Students write and run 
code in a browser.  Students also create websites and digital artifacts. Each unit of the course is broken down into 
lessons consisting of video tutorials, short quizzes, example programs to explore, written programming exercises, free 
response exercises, collaborative creation projects and research projects to prepare students for the AP® Computer 
Science Principles test.    
 
AP® Computer Science in Java 
Tenth - Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Course     Credit: 1.0 
Prerequisite:  Computer Science I or Pre-AP Computer Science II 
 
This course is based directly off the College Board AP Computer Science in Java Framework.  This course utilizes a 
blended classroom approach. The content is fully web-based, with students writing and running code in a web browser. 
Each unit of the course is broken down into lessons consisting of video tutorials, short quizzes, example programs to 
explore, adding up to over 100 hours of hands-on programming practice in total.  Several units have free response 
questions that have students consider real-world applications of programming to prepare students for the AP® 
Computer Science test.    
 
Non-Departmental Electives 
 
Learning Lab 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
Non-graded Course 
 
This academic support program requires separate enrollment and can be selected as an elective to receive small 
group assistance or can include receiving services such as case management and progress monitoring, test taking in 
the lab and classroom accommodations. When students attend Learning Lab as an elective, during monitored 
sessions they may complete assignments and may have extended time for tests. They may also use this time to 
consult with instructors (if available) as to progress on upcoming assignments, tests or projects as well as grade 
status. Student must meet PCA’s Learning Lab requirements. 
 
Life Calling 
Tenth Grade Spring or Eleventh Grade Fall  
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5 
 
This course focuses on students developing an understanding of the concept of life calling and the discovery of one’s 
God-given design as a basis for this calling. Students are led to understand how work/vocation and individual leadership 
is best understood from this life calling perspective. Students will evaluate their foundational values, unique design and 
personal mission through an array of assessments, guest speakers, and assimilation exercises.  
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Lion’s Scholar Program 
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
One Semester: One day a week during Activity Period         Honors Credit:  0.25 
Prerequisites: Teacher Approval based on academic achievement, application to the course  

The Lion’s Scholar Program is designed to provide an intensive training in the Christian worldview as it connects with 
the various disciplines such as philosophy, literature, science, mathematics, politics, law, art, theater, and the 
humanities. This program can essentially be summed up by the phrase "scholastic discipleship". Disciplining students 
in the areas of academics in order to better influence those disciplines from a Christian perspective is the heart of the 
program. The Upper School LSP program focuses on great books and significant literature. The LSP classes do not 
have written exams or textbooks written by people talking about what other people said. In the Lions Scholar Program, 
the students dig directly into the classic works of Western literature and Christianity. They learn by reading thoroughly 
and deeply in preparation for class and through discussion over the texts with other outstanding students.  

Office Aide 
Ninth - Twelfth Grade 
Non-graded Course 
One Semester/Two Semester No Credit 
 
Office aides are assigned to a supervising teacher or staff person to assist them with daily activities. Tasks are at the 
discretion of each individual supervisor but may include filing, paperwork, using the copier or fax machine, running 
errands, etc. No credit is given. 
 
Study Hall 
Ninth - Twelfth Grade 
Non-graded Course 
One Semester Course No Credit 
 
Students may have one study hall per semester. Juniors are allowed two, one per day. Students are required to be in 
attendance in their assigned room during study hall. This time should be used to study, prepare for class and do 
homework. No credit is given. 
 
UPPER SCHOOL VIRTUAL COURSES 
These courses are offered through PCAplus and there is an additional fee. These courses are electives and do not count toward 
the required graduation requirements except for Virtual Marine Science which may count as the 4th required science. 

 
History 
 
Virtual AP® Macroeconomics           
Twelfth Grade Elective          
One Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 0.5                            
This course counts as an elective credit only and the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
AP Macroeconomics is a college level course designed to instruct students on the national income, employment, 
interest rates, exchange rates, and prices. In other words, macroeconomics is the study of our national and global 
economy. The purpose of this course is to determine how to better allocate our nation's scarce resources and use them 
more efficiently. The course requires students to create solutions for tough economic situations by using previous 
knowledge and critical thinking skills.   
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Virtual AP® Microeconomics           
Twelfth Grade Elective          
One Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 0.5                 
This course counts as an elective credit only and the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
AP Microeconomics is a challenging course designed to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of 
economics that apply to the function of individual decision-makers, both consumers and producers, within larger 
economic systems. It places primary emphasis on the nature and function of product markets. It also examines factor 
markets and the role of government promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. Emphasis is placed on 
critical and evaluative thinking skills.   
 
Mathematics 
 
 
Virtual Personal & Family Finance               
Eleventh -Twelfth Grade Elective          
One Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 0.5                      
Prerequisites:  Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II 
This course counts as an elective credit only and the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
How do our personal financial habits affect our financial future? How can we make smart decisions with our money in 
the areas of saving, spending, and investing? This course introduces students to basic financial habits such as setting 
financial goals, budgeting, and creating financial plans. Students learn more about topics such as taxation, financial 
institutions, credit, and money management. The course also addresses how occupations and educational choices can 
influence personal financial planning and how individuals can protect themselves from identity theft. 
 
Virtual Liberal Arts Math                 
Eleventh -Twelfth Grade Elective          
Two Semester Virtual Course       Credit: 1.0        
 
Prerequisites:  Algebra I and Geometry 
This course counts as an elective credit only and the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
This course enables students to strengthen algebraic and geometric concepts and skills necessary for further study of 
mathematics.  
 
Science 
 
Virtual Marine Science           
Eleventh -Twelfth Grade Elective          
Two Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 1.0        
Prerequisites:  Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
This course counts as a science credit toward graduation and the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s 
GPA. 

 
The purpose of the course is to provide an overview of the marine environment. The content includes the nature of 
science, the origins of the oceans, the chemical and physical structure of the marine environment, ecology of the 
various sea zones, marine communities, and the interrelationship between man and the ocean. Students conduct 
research, perform experiments, gather and analyze data, and discover man's interrelationship with the marine 
environment. An emphasis is placed on understanding God as the Creator and how to better fulfill his charge to care 
for and rule over the earth.  
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World Languages 
 
Virtual Chinese I                   
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 1.0         
This course counts as an elective credit only not as the foreign language credit for graduation and the grade in the 
course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
This is a beginning level course that introduces the student to a variety of areas of Mandarin Chinese (Simplified). In 
this course, the student learns listening, speaking, reading and writing skills through activities that are based on proven 
methods of foreign language instruction. Throughout the five units of material (Introduction to Chinese, Greetings, 
Calendar, Weather, and Time), students learn to express themselves using an ever-increasing vocabulary. Grammar 
is introduced and practiced in innovative and interesting ways with a variety of learning styles in mind. Culture is 
sprinkled throughout the course in an attempt to help the learner focus on the Chinese-speaking world and their culture, 
people, geographical locations and histories. Course counts as an elective credit only; the grade in the course is not 
calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
Virtual Chinese II                   
Tenth – Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 1.0                    
Prerequisites: Chinese I 
This course counts as an elective credit only not as the foreign language credit for graduation and the grade in the 
course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
This course is a continuation of a beginning level course that introduces the student to a variety of areas of language 
learning. In this course, the student learns listening, speaking, reading and writing skills through activities that are 
based on proven methods of foreign language instruction. Throughout the five units of material (daily routine, animals, 
hobbies, the body, and descriptions), students learn to express themselves using an ever-increasing vocabulary, 
present tense verbs, articles and adjectives. Grammar is introduced and practiced in innovative and interesting ways 
with a variety of learning styles in mind. Culture is sprinkled throughout the course in an attempt to help the learner 
focus on the Chinese-speaking world and their culture, people, geographical locations and histories.  
 
Virtual Latin I                      
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 1.0                     
This course counts as an elective credit only not as the foreign language credit for graduation and the grade in the 
course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
The purpose of this course is to give you a foundation in the nature of languages through the study of the Latin language 
and the Roman culture with an emphasis on Latin grammar and vocabulary. The students develop an understanding 
of the social and political history of the Romans during the first century A.D. through a study of the Olympic gods and 
the everyday life of the Roman man-on-the-street.  
 
Virtual Latin II 
Ninth –Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 1.0         
Prerequisite: Latin I 
This course counts as an elective credit only not as the foreign language credit for graduation and the grade in the 
course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
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The Latin II course continues the study of the Latin language.  In addition, students’ study some of the men who made 
Rome great, the Roman government and how Rome grew to rule most of the known world. The Trojan War is studied 
through Latin texts.  
 
Virtual Latin III 
Tenth –Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 1.0                     
Prerequisite: Latin I & II 
This course counts as an elective credit only not as the foreign language credit for graduation and the grade in the 
course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
Through the literature of some of the brightest minds of the Classical World, students learn more about the culture and 
history of the Romans. Students get a firsthand account of the eruption of Vesuvius through the letters of Pliny the 
Younger. Works by great orator, Cicero and the poets Martial, Catullus and Ovid as well as Roman authors, Publius, 
Vergilus and Naso are studied giving the student a rich knowledge of the Roman culture.  
 
Fine Arts 
 
 
Virtual AP Art History           
Eleventh and Twelfth Grade Elective          
Two Semester Virtual Course      Credit: 1.0                    
Prerequisites:  World History 
This course counts as an elective credit only; the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
This course provides students with college level instruction in the history of art. Students examine major forms of artistic 
expression from the past and present and from a variety of cultures. Students learn to look at these works of art 
critically, with intelligence and sensitivity, and to articulate what they see or experience in light of a Christian worldview. 
Students are able to identify the presence or absence of Biblical truth reflected in art and architecture through the 
centuries.  
 
Physical Education 
 
 
Virtual Personal Fitness (PE)                  
Ninth – Twelfth Grade 
Pass/Fail 
One Semester Course Credit: 0.5                   
Course counts as an elective credit only; the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
In this Personal Fitness course, students are required to participate in weekly cardiovascular, flexibility and strength 
and endurance activities. Spiritual application to the physical exercises is made, along with relationships to biblical 
character qualities to be developed. Students who are unable to participate in such physical exercises are unable to 
complete the requirements of this course. 
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Technology 
 
 
Virtual Digital Information Technology                    
Ninth-Twelfth Grade 
Two Semester Course  Credit: 0.5 or 1.0 
Course counts as an elective credit only; the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
Digital Information Technology is either a one or two semester course. This course provides students with the 
foundational skills needed for exciting careers like game development, military defense, web design, and software 
engineering. In this course, students explore Microsoft Office online applications, web design, emerging technologies, 
operating systems, project management, communication methods, Information Technology careers, and much more 
while recognizing the value of these to the practice of biblical stewardship.  
 
Virtual Game Design                                
Ninth-Twelfth Grade                       
One Semester Virtual Course Credits: 0.5       
Student is responsible for purchasing/downloading software for this course, this course counts as an elective credit 
only and the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
Tap into your creative and technical skills as you learn about the many aspects involved with designing video games. 
With this course, students learn about different video game software and hardware; various gaming platforms; the 
technical skills necessary to design games; troubleshooting and internet safety techniques; the history of gaming; a 
biblical principles for game design; and even have the opportunity to create your very own plan for a 2D video game! 
With the knowledge and skills students gain in this course, they can take a hobby and turn it into a potential career. 
 
Virtual Introduction to Social Media                 
Ninth-Twelfth Grade                       
One Semester Virtual Course Credits: 0.5                 
Course counts as an elective credit only; the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
Learning how to interact on various social media platforms is crucial in order to survive and thrive in this age of digital 
communication. In this course, students learn the ins and outs of social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest, Google+, and more. Students also discover other types of social media they may not have been aware of 
and how to use them for their benefit—personally, academically, and eventually professionally as well. If students 
thought social media platforms were just a place to keep track of friends and share personal photos, this course show 
them how to use these resources in much more powerful ways. 
 
Non-Departmental Electives 
 
Virtual ACT Prep                   
Ninth-Eleventh Grade                     
One Semester Virtual Course  Credits: 0.5               
Prerequisites:  Algebra I 
This course counts as an elective credit only and the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
Practice, lots of practice, is the key to doing well on the ACT. This ACT Prep course allows the student to prepare for 
the upcoming ACT exam in an interactive and interesting way. Students follow their personalized learning path that 
adapts in real-time, based on their performance in every lesson area. The course content is engaging and supportive 
with a variety of searchable video lessons, thousands of practice questions with step-by-step explanations, skill 
assessments and reviews, and full-length practice tests with personalized score reports. As the student progresses, 
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they have opportunities to explore learning from a biblical perspective, discuss the content, share study tips, and ask 
questions of their classmates and teacher in the bi-weekly discussion forums. This course offers the most current, 
interactive, and organized opportunity for any student to practice and prepare for the ACT. 
 
Virtual Leadership Skill Development I                   
Ninth-Twelfth Grade                     
One Semester Virtual Course  Credits: 0.5               
Course counts as an elective credit only; the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
God has created each of us with the ability to influence and lead others in a way that glorifies God while taking 
responsibility for our own choices and goals. In this course, students acquire the skills necessary to succeed in high 
school, college, and life while influencing others as well. Students learn to take action by pressing their Turbo Button, 
manage their time by staying in the Lasting Zone, chart their goals by identifying a North Star, and many other proven 
leadership techniques developed by Mawi Learning, a leadership training organization that has worked with more than 
one million students. Segment One focuses on personal goal setting and the skills necessary to lead your life in a 
disciplined way. Segment Two contains a service project focusing on external leadership skills and the power you have 
to change your world for God’s glory. Whether students are struggling or already at the top of their game, Leadership 
Skills Development gives them new confidence to live a life of godly influence. 
 
Virtual Leadership Skill Development II                   
Ninth-Twelfth Grade                       
One Semester Virtual Course Credits: 0.5       
Course counts as an elective credit only; the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
This course is a continuation of Virtual Leadership Development I.  
 
Virtual Critical Thinking and Study Skills 
Ninth – Eleventh Grade         
One Semester Virtual Course Credit: 0.5            
Course counts as an elective credit only; the grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
    
This course prepares students to succeed on reading, math and writing assessments. Through reading, writing, and 
math activities, students develop their critical thinking skills and test-taking strategies. The objectives of this course go 
beyond mere test preparation. In addition to becoming familiar with the common test formats, question-types, and 
rubrics, students develop the critical thinking skills they need to succeed in the 21st century. Students use a variety of 
learning methods in this course including scoring rubrics; self-assessments, practice tests and learning log entries. 
While most of the course is based upon independent practice, students have opportunities to interact with their 
classmates through synchronous chats and discussion board activities. 
 
Virtual Psychology              
Ninth – Twelfth Grade         
One Semester Virtual Course Credit: 0.5            
Student is responsible for purchasing textbooks for this course, this course counts as an elective credit only and the 
grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
Understanding the thoughts, emotions and behaviors of self and others is critical to developing and maintaining 
interpersonal relationships. The wisest understanding of others and us comes from looking through the lens of 
Scripture. In this course, students will study the field of psychology from a biblical perspective as they learn theories of 
historically significant psychologists who laid the foundation for scientific research and a clearer understanding of the 
human mind. This course explores how psychological perspectives influence personality and play a role in human 
development across the lifespan. Students examine how behaviors are developed, memories are stored and language 
is acquired. Students also learn about the symptoms and classifications of psychological disorders, along with the 
various forms of treatments available. After completing this course, students are equipped with problem solving 
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strategies and even learn strategies to cope with stress. Practical, everyday application of the content is a focus of this 
course as students learn to evaluate psychological theory and practice in light of God's Word. 
 
Virtual SAT Prep                     
Ninth – Twelfth Grade         
One Semester Virtual Course Credit: 0.5            
Student is responsible for purchasing textbooks for this course, this course counts as an elective credit only and the 
grade in the course is not calculated into the student’s GPA. 
 
This course is designed to help a student prepare for that important SAT exam in an interesting and interactive way. 
Students follow their personalized learning path that adapts in real-time, based on their performance in every lesson 
area. The course content is engaging and supportive with a variety of searchable video lessons, thousands of practice 
questions with step-by-step explanations, skill assessments and reviews, and full-length practice tests with 
personalized score reports. As the student progresses, they have opportunities to explore learning from a biblical 
perspective, discuss the content, share study tips, and ask questions of their classmates and teacher in the bi-weekly 
discussion forums. This course offers the most current, interactive, and organized opportunity for any student to 
practice and prepare for the SAT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


