
English IV Summer Reading 

For questions or clarifications, please contact Chad Nichols cnichols@prestonwoodchristian.org 
 
➢ Text: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  

➢ Assignment: Read and annotate the text of the novel and respond to three journal prompts. 

Ultimately, students should be able to write an essay over or take a quiz on the work on 
the first A/B day of school.  

 Required: Annotations Two Journals (Triple Quiz Grade) 

• Annotations: Note character descriptions and plot points in the novel as well as 
Shelley’s use of symbols, figurative language, diction, imagery, tone, contrast, 
and irony. Each instance should be noted in the text (not merely underlined—
Underlining / Highlighting alone will receive a grade of no higher than a 50). A 
marked text is required for each listed text. 

• Journals: Compose two reader response journal entries. Choose two of the topics 
listed below. Each entry should be 300-400 words (Typed in MLA Format) and 
labeled with the topic as listed below as the title:  

o The Relationship / Responsibilities of Creator to Creation 
o The pursuit of knowledge as evidenced by Victor, the creature, and Robert 

Walton.  
o How point of view impacts the reader's sympathies for Victor and the creature at 

various points in the novel based on the point of view shifts in the text.  

➢ Due Date: ALL portions of this assignment will be due on the first A/B day of class. 
Students should be prepared to discuss the work in its entirety and take a quiz on that day.  

➢ Work Arrangements: It is expected that all students will work on these assignments 
individually throughout the course of the summer. While discussion of the texts is encouraged, 
any evidence in either the texts, or the journals of collaborative efforts will result in a grade of 
zero for that assignment.  

Please understand that my intent in summer reading is for you to read and understand the work, 
and to be able to reflect that understanding in your journals. I do not expect you to have the 
understanding that you would if we had studied the work in class, and I do not expect you to 
spend your summer in arduous literary study. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns through the course of the summer. I’m happy to help you in any way. In addition to this 
assignment please be sure to have a great summer as well.  
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