
AP U.S. History Summer Assignment 2018 - 2019 
 
In order for us to accomplish all we need to before the AP exam in May, you will be required to do reading and 
note-taking on your own.  Because we will begin the school year with Chapter 6 in the textbook (available via 
the school’s e-Follett link) , this summer, you will need to read Chapters 1 – 5.  This is one assignment that you 
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really should not wait and do in the last week or so of summer vacation.  However, this information should be 
fresh in your mind when we start school.  You will be tested over these chapters during the first full week of 
the school year.  
 
Attached you will find a list of terms from the first unit. I strongly recommend that you make note cards for 
every term in each unit.  You may also want to make note cards for the Key Concepts. These are ideas that 
cannot be condensed into a single word or name, and will help you have a broader understanding of the 
material.  You should begin to make them as you read and you can go back and add to them after we have 
discussed the material.  In addition, you should go ahead and purchase a practice book at the beginning of the 
year (I will use the Princeton Review “Cracking the AP US History Exam” book).  You can use the outlines of the 
different eras as supplemental material to your reading and begin working on the practice questions.  My 
former students always say they wish they had started this process earlier instead of trying to review 
everything the week before the AP exam. 
 
Because you are taking reading notes over each chapter as you progress through the year, here are some hints 
on taking notes that will be useful (and feel free to go beyond the summer assignment in your reading!!): 

● Reading notes are REQUIRED of all students and must be handwritten or you will not be allowed to use 
them during reading quizzes.  

● Pay attention to chapter subheadings-try to summarize the section in a few sentences 
● Refer to your terms list and make sure that you have notes on anything on the list 
● Don’t just copy word for word from the book-not only is it a waste of time and paper (poor trees), but 

also, if you can’t put the idea in your own words, you probably don’t understand it  
● Pay attention to lists - e.g. “three reasons why…” or “four important issues regarding…” 
● Don’t forget to look at the documents (maps, pictures, cartoons, etc.…) on each page-they are 

important, too 
● Everything in the chapter is important including the sections on different ethnic groups and the Varying 

Viewpoints at the end of the chapter  
 
You will need to know all of the presidents in order, by election year for the AP exam, and know major events 
during the administration(s) of the major presidents. Begin memorizing them this summer.  I will have random 
quizzes throughout the year to check your progress—expect a president’s quiz when we return to school (this 
may mean the first day before you leave for retreat). I would also suggest you create an electronic chart of the 
major presidential administration with major events that occurred during those administrations.  
 
If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me this summer.  You can e-mail me at 
cdeleon@prestonwoodchristian.org 
  
I am looking forward to a great year next year!! 

 

1 If you purchase the book via Amazon, be certain you use the information provided on the following page or you will purchase the 
wrong textbook  
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mailto:cdeleon@prestonwoodchristian.org


Textbook:  the American Pageant, 15th edition  (David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen)  
2

 
ISBN-13: 978-1111349530  ISBN-10: 1111349533  Edition: 15th 

 

 
 

Textbook:  the American Pageant (MindTap Course List) 16th Edition (David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen)  3

 

ISBN-10: 1305075900 ISBN-13: 978-1305075900 
 

 

 
 

You may purchase the e-textbook / i have old editions you can use for corrections 
Be certain you DO NOT purchase the AP edition—not worth the extra $ and not needed  
 

 

 

2 Be certain you DO NOT purchase the AP edition—not worth the extra $ and not needed  
3 Be certain you DO NOT purchase the AP edition—not worth the extra $ and not needed  
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AP U.S. History Summer Reading Terms and Names 

 

 
Chapter 1: New World Beginnings, 33,000 B.C.–A.D. 176 
 
A. Checklist of Learning Objectives.  After mastering this chapter, you should be able to: 
 
1. Describe the geological and geographical conditions that set the stage for North American history. 

2. Describe the origin and development of the major Indian cultures of the Americas. 

3. Explain the developments in Europe and Africa that led to Columbus’s voyage to America. 

4. Explain the changes and conflicts that occurred when the diverse worlds and peoples of Europe, Africa, 
and the Americas collided after 1492. 

5. Describe the Spanish conquest of Mexico and South America, and of the later Spanish colonial 
expansion into North America. 

6. Describe the major features of Spain’s New World Empire, including relations with the native Indian 
populations. 

B. Glossary 

To build your social science vocabulary, familiarize yourself with the following terms and their proper use.  

1. nation-state  

2. matrilineal   

3. confederacy  

4. primeval  

5. saga  

6. middlemen  

7. caravel 

8. plantation  

 9. ecosystem  

10. demographic  

11. conquistador (conquistadores)  

12. capitalism   

13. encomienda  

14. mestizo  

15. province  

16. Columbian Exchange 

17. Treaty of Tordesilla  

18. Pope’s Rebellion 
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19. Black Legend 

C.  People to Know 

1. Ferdinand of Aragon 

2. Isabella of Castile 

3. Christopher Columbus 

4. Francisco Coronado 

5. Francisco Pizarro 

6. Bartolomé de Las Casas 

7. Hernán Cortés 

8. Malinche (Doña Marina) 

9. Moctezuma 

10. Giovanni Caboto (John Cabot) 

11. Roberto de la Salle 

12. Father Junipero Serra 

 
 
Chapter 2: The Planting of English America, 1500–1733 
 
A. Checklist of Learning Objectives: After mastering this chapter you should be able to:  
 
1. Explain why England was slow to enter the colonization race and what factors finally led it to launch 

colonies in the early seventeenth century. 

2. Describe the development of the Jamestown colony from its disastrous beginnings to its later 
prosperity. 

3. Describe the cultural and social interaction and exchange between English settlers and Indians in 
Virginia and the effects of the Virginians’ policy of warfare and forced removal on Indians and whites. 

4. Compare the tobacco-based economic development of Virginia and Maryland with South Carolina’s 
reliance on large-plantation rice-growing and African slavery based on West Indian models. 

5. Identify the major similarities and differences among the southern colonies of Virginia, Maryland, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

B. Glossary 

To build your social science vocabulary, familiarize yourself with the following terms. 

1. nationalism   

2. primogeniture   

3. joint-stock companies  

4. charter  
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5. census  

6. feudal  

7. indentured servant  

8. toleration  

9. squatter 

10. buffer  

11. melting pot  

12. Protestant Reformation 

13. Roanoke Island 

14. Spanish Armada 

15. Virginia Company 

16. Jamestown 

17. Powhatan Wars (2) 

18. House of Burgesses 

19. Act of Toleration 

20. Barbados slave code 

21. Iroquois Confederacy 

22. Tuscarora War 

23. Yamasee Indians 

 
C. People to Know 

1. Henry VIII 

2. Elizabeth I 

3. Sir Francis Drake 

4. Sir Walter Raleigh 

5. James I 

6. Captain John Smith 

7. Powhatan 

8. Pocahontas 

9. Lord De La Warr 

10. John Rolfe 

11. Lord Baltimore 
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12. Oliver Cromwell 

13. James Oglethorpe 

14. Hiawatha 

 
Chapter 3: Settling the Northern Colonies, 1619–1700 
 
A. Checklist of Learning Objectives:  After mastering this chapter, you should be able to: 
 
1. Describe the Puritans and their beliefs, and explain why they left England for the New World. 

2. Explain how the Puritans’ theology shaped the government and society of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. 

3. Explain how Massachusetts Bay’s conflict with religious dissenters, as well as new economic 
opportunities, led to the expansion of New England into Rhode Island, Connecticut, and elsewhere. 

4. Describe the conflict between colonists and Indians in New England and the effects of King Philip’s 
War. 

5. Summarize early New England attempts at inter-colonial unity and the consequences of England’s 
Glorious Revolution in America. 

6. Describe the founding of New York and Pennsylvania, and explain why these two settlements as well as 
the other middle colonies became so ethnically, religiously, and politically diverse. 

7. Describe the central features of the middle colonies, and explain how they differed from New England 
and the southern colonies. 

B. Glossary 

To build your social science vocabulary, familiarize yourself with the following terms. 

1. predestination  

2. elect  

3. conversion  

4. visible saints  

5. calling  

6. heresy 

7. seditious   

8. commonwealth  

9. autocratic  

10. passive resistance  

11. asylum  

12. proprietary  

13. naturalization  

14. blue laws  
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15. ethnic  

16. Calvinism 

17. Puritans 

18. Separatists 

19. Mayflower Compact 

20. Massachusetts Bay Colony 

21. Great Migration 

22. antinomianism  

23. Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 

24. Pequot War 

25. King Philip’s War 

26. New England Confederation 

27. English Civil War 

28. Dominion of New England 

29. Navigation Laws 

30. Glorious (Bloodless) Revolution 

31. salutary neglect  

32. patroonships 

33. Quakers 

 

C. People to Know 

1. Martin Luther 

2. John Calvin 

3. William Bradford 

4. John Winthrop 

5. Anne Hutchinson 

6. Roger Williams 

7. Massasoit 

8. Metacom (King Philip) 

9. Charles II 

10. Sir Edmund Andros 
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11. William III 

12. Mary II 

13. Henry Hudson 

14. Peter Stuyvesant 

15. Duke of York 

16. William Penn 

Chapter 4: American Life in the Seventeenth Century, 1607–1692 

A. Checklist of Learning Objectives: After mastering this chapter, you should be able to: 
 
1. Describe the basic economy, demographics, and social structure and life of the seventeenth-century 

colonies. 

2. Compare and contrast the different forms of society and ways of life of the southern colonies and New 
England. 

3. Explain how the practice of indentured servitude failed to solve the colonial labor problem and why 
colonists then turned to African slavery. 

4. Describe the character of slavery in the early English colonies and explain how a distinctive African 
American identity and culture emerged from the mingling of numerous African ethnic groups. 

5. Summarize the unique New England way of life centered on family, town, and church, and describe the 
problems that afflicted this comfortable social order in the late seventeenth century. 

6. Describe family life and the roles of women in both the southern and New England colonies, and 
indicate how these changed over the course of the seventeenth century. 

B. Glossary 

To build your social science vocabulary, familiarize yourself with the following terms. 

1. headright  

2. disfranchise  

3. civil war  

4. indentured servant  

5. tidewater  

6. middle passage 

7. fertility  

8. menial  

9. militia  

10. hierarchy  

11. corporation  

12. jeremiad  
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13. lynching  

14. hinterland  

15. social structure  

16. blue blood  

17. Bacon’s Rebellion 

18. Royal African Company  

19. New York slave revolt 

20. South Carolina slave revolt (Stono River) 

21. Congregational Church 

22. Half-Way Covenant 

23. Salem Witch Trials 

24. Leisler’s Rebellion 

C. People to Know 

1. William Berkeley 

2. Nathaniel Bacon 

3. Anthony Johnson 

 
Chapter 5: Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution, 1700–1775 

A. Checklist of Learning Objectives: After mastering this chapter, you should be able to: 

1. Describe the demographic, ethnic, and social character of Britain’s colonies in the eighteenth century, 
and indicate how colonial society had changed since the seventeenth century. 

2. Explain how the economic development of the colonies altered the patterns of social prestige and 
wealth, and brought growing class distinctions and class conflict to British North America. 

3. Identify the major religious denominations of the eighteenth-century colonies, and indicate their role 
in early American society. 

4. Explain the causes of the Great Awakening, and describe its effects on American religion, education, 
and politics. 

5. Describe the origins and development of education, culture, and journalism in the colonies. 

6. Describe the basic features of colonial politics, including the role of various official and informal 
political institutions. 

7. Indicate the key qualities of daily existence in eighteenth-century colonial America, including forms of 
socialization and recreation. 

B. Glossary 

To build your social science vocabulary, familiarize yourself with the following terms. 
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1. sect  

2. agitators   

3. stratification  

4. mobility  

5. elite  

6. almshouse  

7. gentry   

8. tenant farmer 

9. penal code  

10. veto  

11. profession  

12. apprentice 

13. speculation   

14. revival  

15. secular 

16. Regulator movement 

17. triangular trade 

18. Molasses Act 

19. Arminianism  

20. Great Awakening 

21. old lights 

22. new lights 

23. Poor Richard’s Almanack  

24. Zenger Trial 

25. royal colonies 

26. proprietary colonies 

 

C. People to Know  

1. Paxton Boys 

2. Michel-Guillaume Jean de Crèvecoeur 

3. Jacobus Arminius 

4. Jonathan Edwards 
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5. George Whitefield 

6. John Trumbull 

7. John Singleton Copley 

8. Phillis Wheatley 

9. John Peter Zenger  
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